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Volunteering

1090
1-2-1 
counselling 
hours delivered

324
Rebuilding Mental 
Health course 
enrolments

114 new 
job starts

674
referrals

Alternative provision for key stages 2-4.

Our community employment 
and mental health service 
based in Kirkby, Mansfield, 
Newark, Sutton and Worksop.

9379.5

3023

£109,894.46 

volunteering hours
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from the Newstart Arts 
& Activities Programme

UP
20%

UP
29%

UP
38%

in value 
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MODERATE WELL-BEING HIGH WELL-BEING

(Warwick Edinburgh Mental Well-being Scale)

Proportions of customers in each group before and after intervention

reduction in Low
Well-being

improvement in
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improvement in
High Well-being

26% 23% 
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HEALTH & WELLBEING IMPACT

A blended approach to secondary 
children in mainstream schools, specialist 
provisions or between school placements.
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95%
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Jump Start

of Year 11 learners have a 
post-16 destination

Total learners



2024-25 was a year of significant developments as we opened 
our first Nottingham City campus on Forest Road West and 
successfully completed a project to develop a second campus 
nearby, ready to open on 1st September 2025. 

These developments were all part of our plan to meet the rising 
demand for specialist places in the region and to support our Local 
Authorities with enhanced Local Offer provision in a time when the 
SEND system nationally is financially hard-pressed.

At our main Sherwood Forest campus in Ashfield we also completed a 
complete refurbishment of a 1950s residential building providing state-
of-the art accommodation and a very low energy building in use. 

Whilst demand for specialist Further Education has continued to soar, 
our other provisions, Portland Freedom, Pollyteach School, Portland 
Pathways, Jump Start Alternative Provision and Newstart Outreach 
enjoyed a year of consolidation. 

As ever we are profoundly grateful for the collective efforts of our 
volunteers and staff and the support we get from Local Authority 
Commissioners and grants from a wide range of charity funders. Our 
learners and citizens continue to amaze us with their resilience and 
their drive to achieve, bringing us great joy.

Welcome from
the Chair & CEO

Dr Dawn Green	
Chair Dr Mark Dale

Group CEO

Portland College
Total learners

Number of young people supported through 
our CQC registered care services.

281 UP
12%

Portland Freedom Citizens

124 73

17 40 Independent 
Living

Residential 
Learners

Short BreaksDay Service

100% 100%

Duke of Edinburgh Award completions

Silver 
Award

Bronze 
Award

Achievement Rates for Accredited Qualifications 

94%

100%80%

Sports 
Leaders

Health & Well-being 
targets

Vocational Personal & Social 
Development

98%

Portland College demonstrated a high level of quality and 
consistency in aligning with the principles of person-centred, 
evidence-informed support for Autistic students.
National Autistic Society 2025

I really enjoy my learner sessions and like my 
timetable at Portland. My favourite subject 
is English and the tutor has a good sense 
of humour which makes me really enjoy his 
teaching sessions. Coming to Portland has made 
me very happy and I would recommend it to 
people thinking of coming here. 
Learner

Chloe has absolutely loved her time at Portland, we have seen her 
grow in so many ways. The support she has had has been excellent 
and we will all be sad when she leaves.
Parent

1597 1764
Portland Charity 
sessions with 
participants from FE, 
Day Service, Pollyteach 
& FE Residential.

external 
participants

Woodland Adventure Zone
Our fully accessible forest adventure.


